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Y o veould think that a luxury residential complex
wwould have everything signed snd sealed. But for the
upscale MuseursHouse in Toronto, the sealing part was an

issue. Within a fews months of completion of the project, it
was discowercd tht duct leskage was a problem.

T order to pass a performiar

i and meetai handiing
specificaions,the owners of MuseumHouse decided t invest
in ductsealing
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Sealing
the deal
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By Denise Deveau

Ductsealing optons range from the rudimentary to the
sophisticated. Here are some of th avllabl options,along ith
HVAC consultant Dara Bowser's ake on their pros and cons:
PAINT-ON DUCT SEALER

This does a eally good ob, says Bowser. And the contactor
can tell that a oint s sealed with a visualinspection.

FOIL TAPE

pproved for use on ducts. Whike good for some.
Joint, i falls short of the mark for complex hidden [onts
and take-offs. “You can't realy seal those with that kind of
tape,” says Bowser. “All your're doing s covering up a leak.”

AAEROSOL IN-DUCT SEALANTS

For existing instalaions, this technalogy, wehich works from
the nside o seal laks, is becoming an increasingly popular
choice because it eiminates the need o remove firishes to
getat the ductwork.

'COMMON GREY CLOTH DUCT TAPE

This s not a good choice becatise It was never meant for
ducts. “Iactually disintegrates n less than five years. IUs not
good for sealing at al,” Bowser explains.

“The bulding was only twn years old when the decision was
mad;” says Kennech Kavasmik, srvice operstions manager
for the John W. Danforth Company,an HVAC contractor
and duct sealing specalist.-When the orginal contractor
put the ductwork in they performed prelminary tests and
dryualled everything, Because nobody had tharovghly
tested the duct,there s leakage sbove the drywal once
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exerything was losed up.
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i eypicsl scenario the job svould require
tearing down interior walls and manualy sealing
each of the building’s 25 individual duct
systems."But even those seals don't lsst much
Tonger than 10 years," Kuasniak says

The option sclccted by the clcnt was sealing
ducts from the inside using Aeraseal technology
wehich would climinte the need for costly
renovation work,

By sealing from the inside, teams were able to
o0 into the individual units, cover furniture and
valushles in plasic, and use flirstion fans to
minimize the presence of scalant particles. The
non-toxic sealant i in he form of an aerosol
mist that travels throughout the duct work,
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attaching iself to leaks where it accumulates FAST FACTS ABOUT DUCT
until the hole is sealed. Each residence took & SEALING

day to complee with il disupion o B e e last xpancie viay
enanes. 1o improve energy effciency in & ducted
So far the resuls for MuscumHouse have been HVAC system.

impressive. According to post-application « Between 60 and 85 per cent of

testing, 90 per cent of the leakage was residential homes could realize significant
eliminated, and air loss was reduced from 300 energy savings from duct sealing.

CPM 10 6.5 CFM Facts courtosy of Aerosesl
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Simply the Right Choice for To getthe bes airlow out f aheating and
Energy Efficient Ventilation / cooling system, Dara Bowser advises that

et e tested T benefs are worth the
tfor, e ey “Th biggest emeits re
Comtort and even cistbuton.Buttheres
ancther onetht would benft energy
provies. Wl condonrs can deverat
more feciely they would be run s and
Would reducepeak summer loa.
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